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factories, the country, farms, the Zoo, theatre, opera, etc. In the
primary schools, one afternoon a week is given up to excursions.
When the term's syllabus is drawn up, excursions are allotted
to each subject. Each excursion requires preparatory work. The
children are told the purpose of each, and what they are required
to learn from it. When I was at the Gorki Model School in
Moscow, a class of children were preparing to see the opera
Tsar Sultan. At the music lesson at which I was present the
mistress went through the score with the class, explaining,
questioning, and so on. Pushkin, the author of the fairy-tale,
was being studied in the literature lesson.
At this stage it would perhaps be most useful to take each
subject, and, as far as possible, give the method used, and the
syllabus for typical classes. Let us begin with the arts subjects.
I have before me the instructions and suggestions for arts
education issued by the Commissariat of Education for students
in training-colleges and universities. In the centralised system
of education that prevails in the U.S.S.R. it means that these
instructions and suggestions will be adopted in the main by
everybody. We are therefore justified in the assumption that the
syllabuses and methods laid down will be those generally used.
There is a preface by Madame Lunacharskaya, in which she says
that the material in the book is based on the theoretical and
practical work carried out by the Central House for the Arts
Education of Children, in Moscow. It is intended to help, not
only students in training-colleges and universities, but the
ordinary teacher and the out-of-school worker with children in
this sphere. All forms of arts teaching are dealt with, except the
wireless. This is omitted because so far not much work has been
done with the wireless in school, and there is not enough material
upon which to base any instructions or suggestions. This subject
is now receiving attention. I will now quote from the mtrocfaie-
tioa: " Arts work in the school must play a great
and cultural role. The arts subjects, properly taken, ineirease the
gmeral development of children, facilitate their studies in maay
directions, m& help to improve their general pi-ogiregs. Thus the

